The title suggests a review of recent changes in the subject and this is well borne out by the contents which have a comprehensive cover of disease groups. It is the declared intention of the Editor to allow differences of opinion between chapter authors but it is unfortunate that he does not add his expert view on some of these controversies; this is especially noticeable in the case of napkin psoriasis, a confusing subject anyway and this book may leave the non-dermatological reader more confused. An important new disease 'toxic epidermal necrolysis' would seem to deserve more detailed attention as does that common and very important condition papular urticaria. Morphoea receives scant mention and granuloma annulare is omitted. The dangers of neonatal herpes simplex and varicella and their modem treatment somehow escape between the various chapters. Statements about the systemic effects of topical salicylic acid go unsupported, and many paediatric dermatologists would feel that the part played by dithranol in childhood psoriasis is understated.
It took the reviewer several readings to make these minor criticisms of a valuable book in which the chapters on hair and nails, the child and light, eczema and psychosomatic factors in dermatology are outstanding. Throughout the illustrations are of a high standard with only one or two which do not clearly make their point. This book is to be recommended to paediatricians and dermatologists, especially those studying for higher qualifications.
C F H VICKERS

Consultant Dermatologist Alder Hey Children's Hospital, Liverpool
Maternal Recognition of Pregnancy (Ciba Foundation Symposium No. 64-new series) J Whe\"an (ed) pp 425 DFII04 (US $50.75) Amsterdam: Excerpta Medica 1979 Some years ago Roger Short drew attention to the maternal recognition of pregnancy -how did the female animal realize that it was pregnant? This led to an upsurge of research into the interactions of maternal physiology and that of the embyro, the local responses of various parts of the oviduct to the egg and the maternal response to the foreign protein of the embryo. This volume is based upon a symposium which brought together many workers of different disciplines and was concerned primarily with the recognition of pregnancy in mammals. The Ciba Foundations followed the pattern of inviting a group of contributors to a symposium, many of whom are well aware of the work of the others. Being a small group, it can get down to essentials very quickly and in consequence the discussion is often as important as the papers presented. The editors of this volume must be congratulated upon the clear and vivid way they have presented the discussion of each paper. Quite correctly they have reproduced most of what was said in the discussion, thus giving the reader the flavour of what went on at the time.
Enders & Schlafke examine blastocyst-endometrial adhesions with some excellent illustrations of both histological and scanning electron micrographs. Interaction between the two is further examined in many species during the book but the contribution of Allen, from Cambridge, on this reaction in horses is particularly clear and is recommended to all interested in the biology of reproduction. Aitken, from Edinburgh, gives a thorough review of the hormonal control of implantation, while the immunological recognition of pregnancy is discussed by Beer & Billingham, from Dallas, and the hormone messages carried each way across the placenta are examined by several workers. Delayed implantation is reviewed by Van Blerkom, Chavez & Bell, from Colorado, and its regulation is related to RNA, DNA and protein synthesis.
In all, this is a fascinating volume and although obviously aimed at the basic biologist, the practising clinician will find much here of interest. While envying the precision of much of this experimental work in other species, there is much here/ that explains some problems of day-to-day human practice. This book is recommended to all who have an interest in reproductive biology.
GEOFFREY CHAMBERLAIN
Consultant. Instituteof Obstetrics & Gynaecology, London
Year Book of Family Practice 1979 R E Rakel (ed) pp 437 £22.50 Chicago: YB Medical 1980 This book contains abstracts of papers mainly from the American medical literature. They have been selected for their interest to family physicians or general practitioners and are arranged in chapters according to the main specialties. There is one chapter (IO pages of a 437-page book) on 'Family problems, social problems and preventive medicine', but most of the other chapters deal with organic illness. However, for those who have little time to read the journals, these summaries are very useful in spite of their American bias and lack of relevance to the broader aspects ofgeneral practice. The main developments in most specialties which would be of interest to a general practitioner are covered up to August 1978. BRIANJARMAN General Practitioner. and Part-time SeniorLecturer in General Practice St Mary's Hospital Medical School. London 
